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Who and where we are? 

DIDE ( Dignity in Detention founded in 1992 by former humanitarian 

organization in Switzerland ( CICR)  

Aim: Rehabilitation and reintegration of  person deprived of their liberty  

« Créons un environnement favorable pour les personnes      privées de 

libertés » Jeanne E. et all 

 

Where? 

Switzeland-  Burkina Faso-Guinea-Madagascar-rcd-Rwanda-Burundi-Tchad 

Brazil-Indonesia-Philippines 
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Background 

 

From 1998 

-After The genocide against tutsi, 

-In differents prisons/ cachots communal 

-New cases for the country  « Minors » among adult perpetrators 

-MoUs with gouverment (Administration Local) 

-Stating with Muhanga ex Gitarama prison 

-Main activities based on  « Rehabilitation Psychologique des mineurs 

prisonniers » 

Now in Nyagatare prison differents activities  were done via Rehabilitation, MH 

and Education(formal and informal). 
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Juvenal justice forgotten causes  

 

The Rwandan and traditional culture: 

-moral values, 

-Potential traumatic , 

-prepare the young people from their birth to  face  the potential 

traumatic  situations ( education, myths, proverbs, some rituals to 

introduce the adolescent to adult age... For example: « Au lieu de se 

plaindre sur ton sort cherche plutôt des réponses ». « Un homme brave 
est celui qui ne s’avoue pas vaincu ». 

 

                        Juvenile in Prison, why? 

                        Planned cases?? 
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Minors involved in crimes why? 

 Conflict in family 

 Poverty in family                                             

 War, conflicts,genocide 

 Promiscuty,small houses 

 Born on street 

 Chronic deseases 

 Lack of education 

 Post trauma disorder 

 Lack of protection 

 Peer pressure 

 Early marriage 

 Displacement,refuge 

 Absence of parents (physicaly) 
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Rwanda Correctional Service (RCS)  in partnership with 
Dignity in Detention (DIDE) put in place a framework to  
assist  the minors convicted develop the protection 
factors of resilience to help those minors committed 

crimes and incarcerated in Nyagatare juvenile Prison 
from 2009 a total of 1939 minors were registreted and 
1536  are released, today the prison has +/-400 kids, 
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Background of the minors 



Minors Protection program 

Attachment and a secure environment through: 

 Peer educators 

 Sports and leisure  

 Psychotherapy (Individual and group therapy) 

 Family visits  

 Creative art therapy 

 Theater forum 

 Connection with  neighbors environment 
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            Methods of re-education  

 

 

 

 

 

 Group de parole contribute in increasing  of the recognition of every one 
narrative identity, the child feels well listened to, heard, recognized and 
respected by those to whom he is addressed.  

 

 Art  therapy such as theater help children to gain control of psychic suffering 
situations since it is the young who play them, represent them. At the end of 
their respective roles, they no longer suffer and these enhance their imagination 
ability (creativity).  
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Children assisted at all levels 

           Unicef report,2018 

 years Numbers of Children assisted 

2013-2014 1,197 

2014-2015 1,194 

2015-2016 1,232 

2016-2017 1317 

TOTAL  4940 
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Recommendations 

 

 Implication of differents partners 

Create more jobs and income generating activities 

 Promote family planning 

 Promote peace and security 

 Educate and sensitize parents on their roles and reintegration 

of children 

 Promote health education 

 Promote family dialogues 

 Empower girls 
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Recommendations   cont’t 

 Establish more psychosocial Center and avail Psychologiste for children 

 Sensitize parent and local leaders to enrol children in schools 

 Peer education on positive behaviors 

 Encourage parents for dialogues with their children 

 Empowerment of CBOs to play a more effective role within justice system 
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 In conclusion,    we are facing   increased new cases of children in  conflict with 
the law caused by new challenges of development, we  need Create a favorable 
environnent for people deprived of their liberty. 
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Mine or yours his future is in our hands !  17 



Questions? 

Comments? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 
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